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Report from the 
Officers 

Despite the apparent 
cloudy skies as sun-
set approached (see 
photo at left),  last 
monthôs Planetpaloo-
za went off as 
planned and the 
skies cleared enough 
to allow ~40 visitors, 
including a number 
from out of town,  to 
view all four of the 
visible planets on a 
pleasant Saturday 
evening. Thanks, as 
always to Rick 

Heschmeyer and family, Bill Wachspress on the 14-inch (pg. 2) and Bill Winkler for 
the photos, as well as any other club members who helped. 
Our first meeting of the semester got off to a rocky start with some technical issues, 
mostly on the ASKC end of the connection, but Jackie Beucher gave a nice overview 
of the upcoming Heart of America Star Party in early October. The regional 3-day 
event now draws over 50 attendees to the dark site well south of Kansas City. 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Officers (continued) 2 

ASKC 2019 Calendar 3 

NASA Space Place 4 

Star That Wouldnôt Die 5 

Star (continued) 6 

Water in Ultrahot Jupiters 7 

September Meeting Poster 8 

Water (continued) 9 

Black Holes (continued) 9 

A Fading Ghost 10 

ALCON 2019 11 

Intermediate-Mass BHôs  12 

2017 OPT Imaging 
Awards  

Deep Sky Imaging 
1st place 

Michael Pusatera 
Astronomical Society of  
Eastern Missouri 

North America Nebula: 
NGC 7000 is an emission 
nebula in Cygnus. Also 
designated Caldwell 20, it 
has low surface bright-
ness, is located 1600 light-
years away, and appears 
near one of the summer 

triangle stars, Deneb.  
Technical Details: William Optics GTF 81, CCD: QHY9MS; Autoguider: ZWO 
ASI120MM; Mount: Orion Atlas EQ-G; Filters: Baader LRGB  
4 hour integration time; Luminance: 12x600s; RGB: 8x300s each; Guiding 
with PHD2; Acquisition with Sequence Generator Pro; Integration and processing 

with PixInsight 1.8. For a closer look at the image, click on the version above. 


